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INTRODUCTION

The Ryukyu Kingdom developed a distinctive native culture in the years between its unification
in 1429 and incorporation into the Japanese state as Okinawa prefecture in 1879. From early
on in its history, Ryukyu established a tributary relationship with China, and would welcome
'‘Sapposhi’ envoys from China for several months on the occasion of a succession {0 the
Ryukyu throne. Due to the seal of approval which they bestowed on the new Ryukyu king, the
Sapposhi expeditions came to be known as ‘ukwanshin’ (the ship that brings the crown), and
the performing arts that were performed as entertainment for the Chinese envoys came to be
known as ‘ukwanshin udui’ {dances for the crown ship). Tamagusuku Chokun, one of the direc-
tors of the ukwanshin performances, developed a new Ryukyuan theatre genre, kumiudui, in
1719, which incorporated his deep knowledge of Japanese performing arts, learned through
visits to Edo (Tokyo) and other parts of Japan. Through incorporation into the life of the royal
court, Ryukyuan performing arts gradually developed a highly refined artistic sensibility.

Today, Kumiudui and Ryukyuan Dance have been designated by the Japanese government as
Important Intangible Cultural Properties, alongside Noh, Kyogen, Kabuki and Bunraku. In No-
vember 2010, Kumiudui was inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

National Theatre Traditional Performing Arts Information Centre, 2012
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- Kajadefu-

EPTA

A celebratory theatrical song and dance performed at the start of perfor-

mances and banquets. The grey haired, grey bearded elderly man holds a fan and

‘Rojin Odorr’.

dances to ‘Kajadefu-bushi’ with an elderly grey haired woman holding woman's fan. The

lyrics of ‘Kajadefu-bushi’ describe the beauty of a bad receiving the morning dew and

trying to bloom and allude to the longing and joy of it.

National Theatre Okinawa

7



NN A NN AN D~y NN N
f 4 ”
.. \ma . >
QN%ME 3 A NV¢ /NME
DARPFAYAIRI] R D R N H o TN DDYNARNPIRY R t N O % B

BIfEdeld HROIQESHIN2 RWRILMIVE HRIEFESWSR

Bl | EEFEFECECISKSI-LEHPSLRHMIVINR BRIV EREH M8 548°

DAY ANNIKRY D LD ThFEIRY DD AND S DR I22RYT R AN BN AR NK

EESIVRUNS  SHSVEOWNG i OBRMEY  Qa0iEHs

ER | VUEREOCVRRBLMNINR M MO S D01 VD81 57 o H RO s 60




27.%._”/1_...#4; .,,/v/._%»,/u..a,,,f

%wﬂu‘ L.ﬂ/ U AN = U AnD

[ o] HEREMKSOH HMORMEEREERE PKRE =IERN I S

[(EhE] KETHi YHHERE EER B FR R oS
= &R K E= Hik Kz 8 i W E |

[ & 1 KEEFW (HoOfk) - &EIRE KRR (Colfk)
[ & 1 ®NEH»w (HoOfR) - &EROS (o0
[ <] HkEE

BN AR R DR NN — D ARY AR AR AN NN RN DRI AFDNLDRYREADNR2

VORI @ISRl BEgVIV RN

IR ayd Sy INg DN —~ AT TN A XIRPEAK~YF~D

FUNEORRRED KEESRRQLYV ERBSERIRTP

9



#@m YO TYORR

— DB RIADRDRIKRY NKIKTINVBAYIN PRY 2N LD, DN RE XL AR RXX I D

REKEEEDRN FVEIVIE<LS CvHIENRHEQEE

DRI LT PR D DRI IR~ SR YRRARRVD™ G NI L DCIRY LD N R

EROEMIENRR HECMEERY FEVEVLEER

NI LD AT LDNEDNLD NARX™NNYRHIRYPNRNY S Y RDLDGIHDNAPINTAYT)

EQAUMEAVAVA EZHRAMIEBERLYE BEHAIDLEK

PRNHDID R —DH N AL DIRY Pl DR 1 — TR PATHPRDINL DRy

PAAROM VIRV BVIESNHER RIELRUIRN

YA FrEDR™NBRNRMDANXKERY O bRKAYPAIPHDNRNY ML LD ARAR®E KT D

BRI ORGONRR(Y  mOIEY MY R8N

22N R NN PR R ] CHEARANKY

DRI EHERIE mﬁ?@mkﬁwifz,n.

Nl 2N DR NN N1l PTI D EREONNDNDD

WENHORHBER - IH R e

M -H O GE D02 £ M BH-H 8 & /2T ) 35 © B MR [T R O LHIE | [ olEo®
Hh L SRR O 8000008000 | [P S 184S e®

&

10 S



VO TUORR

i

PIRY LRI RRHE AN Huf PR 2R DNIRY "R ADN LD H DG

Y aDBIMQERR BHRAMQMQaF OV EmNmAISEIC A

LA d DA DhhAaY Aol

RIS RTS8 ORELE

IR DN LD AR EDINYT DN NN R 2R AMENIRY AL DN ADNRIKY

FRVRBL WS HUSEIIEY ERKHK R

YR EDNDREFARETARYIRY KNP RNYLDUNYLONYREADIRY WP R I ARAYREADRR

S REMHS TV BHO< YRS (CHSHKWIMEI0R

AR N DAEXKNANED G 220NN NIND RN HDONHXR B RNY R =201

ARWOFZORRQENH HIORAVERDLS ROKELEN

T — AL kY NATRRNINAR 1 XY AIRY & N ROINYHRRAPNNY G X

J=RUBLLE BRIV  FErWEKPIELDYS

I 11



= YO YO

RSP LD D NKEND RN DR N LD IRy DL L DV 2 O O LD

EHL#AIDUMNHOE HENSELRUIEY IERF O LA

Nt L2 RIIARG DY P D AL D N K MNAYERAAYDIIRY I DANDH A

REHORQINLBILT HERIHES BrmwEHLRHSEV

HRIAFAFIEXKYRIRY YU 22 DDA DMK HFIRY PALXm RN CHANDNKRY

AOIEY vl BE-IHRHOREOEKN  ERENI S0

MO ARSI DNR SN2 D VMARDRAEADRDNYAYR HA

BEe 7RISRV KSR HH-

KNI ATY NI DAY S 2N LL DR ARl AR —0KYD

FWEOLIMIE<S RIJUHWNLHER

ER

S0 IQLUS IPIROR L O IEZE L O | 4240 SRR S LIRER O 5 e°

HOMRNVERERN ISP S P Hh LR (h—0—)\) R 3E0EH QRN B 0e° |- O 17 I 0 iR R C O BRE Q1 I W°

0
]



Ny o T onn BN o BN e L~ N

JE 2. AEge 5 B B
5 % = D

52| |® b7 Lg% oAd FH

§; mx [ 8usxn

a 2 ,

& |5 s, FmEyy re W

c 2 L~ 2 D+

Z I ",ér m s Z = &

2k o Pg* éi T KT+

i L AR X 7 IR

%2 || H ~ 1 i = B

e 7 11« Ty

T;_ﬁ EI: ﬁ]g ‘iq: | %

5212 @y % ity

AT T AR TR

3| |1 o b7 'BE F

HHERE ;

%g & Mg 7 2 Il %

tg},s: X < A w31

D¢ & < 3

TE||z It 5 L o

{ M E I./U <

ﬁﬂ = 3 W

27 & ¥ ]

gL )il 22

8§ 5E

%

g LY

P42 - Yuchidaki-

This dance is accompanied by the classical song Udui Kuwadisa bushi, and the dancers
wear bingata kimono of the classical unna udui (women's dance) style, with flow-
er-shaped hats, and carry a pair of bamboo clappers in each hand (the name of the
dance - lit. ‘4 pieces of bamboo’ derives from this instrument). The lyrics express the joy
of the young women as they express themselves through dance.

National Theatre Okinawa
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el  -Kashikaki-

‘Onna Odori’, Bingata cloth attire is worn with the right shoulder exposed. The dancer
holds a spool and manipulates the thread in this beautiful dance. The exposure of the
right shoulder symbolizes the attire of a weaver. For her lover, the dancer makes a very
light, high quality cloth, and begins to dance to the lyrics describing her desire to make
a garment. In the latter half of the dance, the dancer returns to winding the thread and
with the shadow of her lover in her eyes the pining increases.

National Theatre Okinawa
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National Theatre Okinawa

Two brothers, Jananushi, and Chiun, amuse

)"

-
A

-Takadera-manzai-

HROlESe | O MREER] YOeRERRCESNREBOUSLUIEKERRE IIRNEL OISR
BE | PVREWVREI O REOR RKEEOCMERIDIEBRINMAME 03X 8086
5N 10 SR I

TR

Said to be the showpiece of ‘Nise Odori’. Taken from Tasato Chochoku's ‘Kumi Odorr’
coming their father’s foe Takadera Uzashi and encompasses it in a one song long dance.

themselves with entertainer Chondara. The piece shows the scene of the brothers over-
This is the appeal of ‘Kumi Odori”.

dances ‘Manzai-tichiuchi (7

e
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